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P RO v. xxxi. 29. 


Mary Davebters have done vertuouſiy, 8 
but thou excelleſt them all. 


HE Occaſion of this Sermon does 
require a Subject ſuitable to it, 
A Mord in Scaſon, bow good is 112 
The Education of poor Chil- 
dren is no doubt the greateſt Charity in the 
World; the moſt acceptable to God, and 
the moſt beneficial ro Mankind. Eſpecially | 11 
of the Daugbters of the Poor and Needy, (Fil 
who if left to: themſelves and their — x » 
tous Parents, would be in Effect left unto the 
wide World; expos d too much to Sin, and 
Shame, and Ruine. It may be an infinite (wi 
Mercy to their Bodies and Souls ro Cloath - 8h 
them and School them, to prevent their go- 4 
ing in Rags, and their growing up in Impn- 
dence; to guard them with Modeſty, and 
Decency, and Induſtry, and Piety; the beſt 
Portion in this Life, and a Treaſure laid up 
for the World to come. 
We meet now to promote this good Work, 
| Proſper thou the Work in our Hands, O Lord I. 
IO, preſper thou the bleſſed Work ! Up on this 
Occafion think of-theſe Words of — wiſe 
Salmon, Many Daughters bave done vere 
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12577 but thou excelleſt them all. 
At che 10% v. ofthis Chapter, Seeed 
who | 18 2 e thought to de meant 
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by K. Lemue!, is beginning the Deſcription 
of a good and godly Woman, a rare and in- 
comparable jewel; her Price is far above 
Rabies. He carries on her Character thro? 
all the Accampliſhments of Chaſtity, Indu- 
firy, Charity, Diſcretion, and Piety : And 
ſhe that bas molt of theſe Ornaments does 
excel the reſt of her Sex, ſurpaffes All: as 
Solomon here ſeems to ſpeak to ſuch an ac- 
complift'd Woman, Many Daughters, &c. 
Upon thefe Words I intend plainly to re- 
commend thoſe Vertues and Graces, thoſe 
Endowments of the Mind, that may help our 
Daughters to deferve this excellent Character 
Sk the Text; under the Qualifications here 
given by Solomon, Modeſty, Meekneſs, In- 
duſtry, and Piery, which make up every f 
thing that can be call'd Prudence and Dif- e 
cretion. Ban . \ 
E Fuſt. Modeffy is the Foundation of do- : 
ing vertuouſly, and becoming excellent. To I 
this Foundation of Vertue and Honour Solo- - 
P 
k 


mon alludes, by faying v. 11. The Heart of 

ber Busband dath ſaſely truſt in her: No 

ſhadow for Jealouſie, or the leaſt Suſpicion, 
where Modeſty admits no evil T t. Con- 85 
fidence ard Impudence fit ill upon a Maſcu- 4. 
line Face, but they are a much greater Blot | m 
and Reproach to the other Sex, whom Na- in 
ture deſign d to he more baſhful and reſery'd. NM 
When God would repreſent Zu4ab as his | Or 
ungtacieus Daughter, he upbraids her with | 70 
being annatural, i. e. being bold and brazen” | #4: 
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in her Countenance and Carriage, Fer. 3. 3. 
a Whore's Forehead refuſing to be aſpbom d; as 
if Modeſty and Chaſtity were indeed inſepa- 
rable, while Impudence and Incontinence 
would go together. | 
This Female Modetty ſhould appear in the 
Eooks, in the Language, and in the Habir 
of our Daughters. | 
_ Eft, In their Look or Cuntenance, which 
is the firſt viſible Seat of Modeſty, rho? 
it muſt ariſe from an innocent Heart, and a 
Purity of Mind. And indeed an innocent Soul 
will have a modeft Look; and ſome Guilt is 
8 in great Aﬀfurance. Simplicity and 
megrity will ſhine forth in the whole Air 
of the Face, and will give the ſweeteſt grace. 
fulneſs, or trueſt Beauty, to it. I ſay, M 
_ defly will give Beauty; for after all the In- 
ventions of Art, there is nothing ſo becoming 
as a Modeſty of Nature, the want of which 
Native Beauty can never be repair'd by any 
artificial Helps. If there be a Boldneſs ta 
be read in any Face, that disfigures the beſt 
Features; — A cars over the Sun, it in- 
tercepts the Glory of it. | 
Vertue is reſerv'd and retir'd ; they who? 


are moſt forward to ſhew themſelves do but WW 
molt expoſe themſelves. Wicked egebe !“, 
in Paint and Pride, was looking out at the 


Window, while Scorn and Scandal came up- 
on her; but Rebe, the Damſel, very fair 


to look upon, ſhe is defcribed, Gen. 24. 65. as | 


Taking a Veil, and covering ber Bice. 
2 5 „ond, 
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. Secondly, As Modeſty muſt Wh in the. 
. ſo. it muſt guide the Tongue, 
and govern all the Language of the vertuous 
Daughter. | 
8 . of Talk, and a Multitude 

of Words is no Advantage to the Character 

of any Perſon; no more than Sound is to an 

empty Veſſel, or the noiſe of Waters to a 
ſhallow Stream. Eſpecially in Women, whoſe 
_ greateſt Reproach, in the Apoſtles cenſure of 
them, was to be Tatlers, and buſie Bodies. He 
recommended few Words guided with Diſ- 
cretion, and to know when to have ſaid e- 
nough, and when to be ſilent; ſays he, 
1 Tim. 2. 11. Let the Woman learn in Silence. | 
And again, v. 12. Not to uſurp Auibority, , 
but to be in Silence. | ; 

Prudence does mightily appear in this ſort 

of Patience, not to be eaſily provoked, nor 1 
raſhly and loudly to anſwer again; but by I 
ſober Thoughts ro command their own Paſ- | 
ſion, and by ſoft Words to turn away. thy 
Wrath of others. | | 

In this Modeſty of the Tongue, it ought? P 


not to be imagin'd, that our young Women Ye 
lay any thing rude or indecent. E:/thy Com- Pe 
munication ought not to proceed out of any It 
| Mouth, no, not of the boldeſt Men; in them 
it is 2 rude and brutiſh Liberty: But in the — 
other Sex, eſpecially in the younger ſort, any bay 


| Humour of looſe and light Diſcourſe is inde-. 
| centandinſufferable. They muſt not expreſs Fr 
Eo their Senſe of ſuch Things, „ but in Bluſhes 2 
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| „ 
at the unwilling Apprehenſion of them. To 
all Women profeſſing Godlyneſs, i. e. Profeſ- 
fing themſelves Chriſtians, there muſt be in 
the Apoſtle's Advice, a very chaſt Converſa- 
tion, coupled with Fear; the fear of ſpeaking 
an unſeemly Word. No fool:h talking nor 
jeſting which are not convenient, i. e. are ve- 
Ty indecorous, and very unbecoming. 
Thirdly, There is a Modeſty in Habit and 
Apparel, as well as in the Countenance and 
Language of the vertuous Daughter. 


a a neceſſary Covering, but even for a ſuitable 
Ornament to all People, and to diſtinguiſh 
their Degree and Condition in the World. 
And therefore the Rule of Decency is the 
ſuitable Condition of every Perſon: When 


any exceed and go beyond their Condition, 


it is ſo far Pride and Extravagance, or at 
leaſt, Vanity and Indiſcretion. | A 
This adapting of Cloaths to the Conditi- 
on of thoſe that wear them, ought more eſ- 
pecially to be the Care and Caution of our 
younger Women. How expreſs was the A- 
poſtle in commanding, 1 17. 2. 9. that Vo- 
anen adorn themſelves in modeſt Apparel with 
Shamfacedneſs and Sobriety, not with coſtly 
Array. And another Apoitle preſcribes the 


much that outward  adorning of plaiting the 
Hair, and of wearing of Gold, andof putting 
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Habit and Apparel are to ſerve not only for 


fame Rule of Decency and Agreeableneſs, | 
Pet. 3. 3. Whoſe adorning let it not be ſo 


on Apparel, but let it be the hidden Man f 


——— 


WIE 
ie Heart, i.e. Cleanneſs and Humility. 


Cl 

That Apoſtle goes on to intimate, that the P 
fond Gaiety of Modes and Faſhions is but 
an Innovation of the latter Times, a Cor- pl 
ruption in good Manners; whereas Neatneſs in 

and Plainneſs were a better Ornament in for- he 


mer Ages, v. 5. For after this manner in the 8 
old Time, the holy Women alſo who truſted in Da 
God, adorned themſelves. | 
And indeed there is a greater Ornament in mi 
the Apparel that is ſuitable, than in that it. 
which | is « excepting The wiſe Man implies u 
that a Jewel in a Swine's Snout makes but nat 
an odd and contemptible Figure; fo does 2 · tho 
ny gawdy Show upon a fair Woman without | to a 
Diſcretion; upon any that are habited above Neſpe 
Fine Birth and Condition in the World. © Orn 
A natural Neatneſs is more becoming than ther 
any borrow'd Luſtre ; for this — the 7 
Flies of the Field exceed all the Paint and ing, 
Varniſhes of Art: For this Reaſon of the 'na- F{quzez 
tive Simplicity of the white and innocent rea. 
Lilies, that Solomon, in all bis Glory, wag . 0 
not arrayed like one of theſe. Noif 
A plain and unaffected Neatneſs 1 may lays 
well call a Modeſty of Apparel; for it is ro 
The greateſt Sign and Token of a modeſt ber 
Mind. Our ute Man in theſe Proverbs, ch. 25. 2 
7. 10. condemns exceſhye Fineiy as the A- 
_ ire of an Herlor: and in this. Chapter with 
| the Text, commends the verruows Woman for 
| letting her Apparel be chicfly the Work of 
og own Hands; v. 4 She meketh ber ſelf 
Fn _ConeFings 
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Purple. 1 

Let thus much ſuffice for the firſt Accom- 
pliſhment of the vertuous Daughter, Modeſty 
in her Countenance, in her Language, and in 
her Apparel. | 


© 
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Daughter, is Meekrneſc,and 8 of Temper. 
A rough and turbulent Diſpoſition is a Ble- 
miſh even in Men, is a ſort of want of Huma- 


ity: Every Churl is in Reſemblance a Brute: 
ut rigidneſs and furious Violence is more un- 
natural in our Daughters than in our Sons. 5 


tho? Calmneſs and Gentleneſs ate recommende 
to all Chriſtians in common; yet they are more 
eſpecially enjoyn d ro Women, as a peculiar 


Ornament to their Sex. In 1 Ep. S. Pet. 3. 4. 
mow is ſomething preferred before Gold and 


ewels; ſomething more precious and charm- 


ing, and that is, the Ornament of a meek and 
quiet . which 3s, in the Sight of God, of 
great Price. BY apy, | 
Our Oracle of the Text, So/omon, maketh 
Noiſineſs to be the ſure Sign of Indiſcretion; 
lays he, Prov. 9.13. A fooliſh Woman is cla- 
morous, ſhe is ſimpie; and he tepreſents her elſe- 
where unfit for Society, and intolerable, Prov. 
25. 24. no dwelling with a brawling Woman. 
But when he comes here to give the Character of 
an Excellent Daughter, he maketh her Crown 
of Glory to be a meek, and mild, and prudent 
onverſation, v. 7 5 her Mouth with 
iſdam, and in ber 


Kind- 


Coverings of Tapeſtry, ber cloathing 7s Silk and 


II. The next Accompliſhment of the yertuoug 
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Kindneſs, i. e. no Wrath or Bitterneſs. 
By this calm and quiet Diſpoſition we do not 
mean a Softneſs or Stupidity of Mind untouch'd 
and unconcern d: No! Meekneſs is a Vertue 
| that does not want Senſe, and even quickneſs 
| of Apprehenſion; bur it ſubdueth every angry 
| _  Fhovghn, it ſuppreſſeth every idle Word; it re- 
fraineth from Wr2th, and it letteth go Diſplea- 
iure; it is mild, moderate, calm, and cool. 
By wbat courteous and comply ing Words did 
difcreet Abigail ſtop and rurn aſide the Fury of I ., 
David, when incens'd againſt ber churlifh Huſ- 
band Naba/, and coming to execute Revenge 
upon him, 1 Sam. 25. 24. when with the beſt B. 
Addreſſes of Humflity and Modeſty ſhe fell ar I 0 
his Feet, and ſaid, Upon me, my Lord, upon ne | ; 
let this Iniquity be, and let thine Handmaid I Ta 
ſpeak'in thy Audience, and bear the Words of pre 
| Thine Hondmaid, and o on, with ſo thuch Soft. J lf 
3 neſs and Sweernefs, that fhe reconciFd his An- Far 
| ger, and made him bleſs her for keeping him 
from ſhedding Blood. „ „„ 3 
And indeed, ſuch a diſcreet flexible Temper Em 
would pacify any Man who is not a Brute; I gra 
whereas harſhneſs and ſtiffneſs do but harden the 8 
Heart, and altenate the Affeckions of any Man 
We would do well to confider the Danget x 
of many of our Daughters proving unhappy inf ſure 
their Marriage on this Account, If they arc}, 
taught ro know how to comply with the Judg.:] Chr 
ment, and even with the Infirmities of a HulY' 
band; this would make Peace, and ſoften a hard 0 
Heart; as. Wax melteth, and a very 3 S 
EN: ; nethl 
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puting and contending, this does but exaſperate 
and provoke, does but tear open old Wounds 
and inflict new, does but make a divided Houſe 
and a miſerable Life; for want of that Meek- 
neſs and Quietneſs that ought to be the good 
Accompliſnment of every vertucu Daughter. 
III. Thzrd/y, To thoſe other good Properties 
muſt be added Induſtry, and a Love of proper 
Bufineſfs. n 
By che Courteſie of our Land, Women are 
exempted from many of the Fatigues and 
worldly Toils, ro which they are ſubject by more 
ty rannous Uſe and Cuſtom in other Countries. 
But this Exemption from the courſer Works is 
not to indulge them in Slothfulneſs and idle 
„ Living: They have eaſier and more ſuitable 
d Tasks allotted ro them, of making, mending, 
f preſerving, improving, turning a Hand to any 
t- thing that ſhall help to govern, or to ſerve a 
ny Family, - ATE MARES! of 1 hh 
my .. The Daughters muſt be accuſtomed to theſe 
Duties, . theſe Pleaſures. of Work, and ſuitable 
Employ : I ſay Pleaſures, for nothing more 
25 grateful to an ingenious Mind than to be well 
employ'd: No Penance. one would think grea- 
1 ter than to have nothing to do. 3- amo! 
ger If there be Any that cannot make it their Plea- 
in] ſure, they ought however to eſteem it their Du- 
Icy. For it is not only ſtrictly enjoyn'd to all 


own Buſineſs , but it is more eſpecially charg'd 
pon younger Women, that thev guide ihe Houſe, 
A B 2 or 


neth, by the Fire. But if they are always diſ- 


Chriſtians, to fudy to be guiei, and to do their 


— 


or help govern tlie Family, giving no Occaſion, 
ſays the Apoſtle, ro rhe Adverſary 10 ſpeak re- 
proachfully, i. e. the Heathens would have re- 
proach'd Chriſtianity, if the Chriſtian Women 
had been ſuffer'd to live in Idleneſs and Pride. 
Hence the Widows were not to be reckon'd 
as Widows indeed, were to haye no Reſpect or 
Relief, unleſs as 1 Tim. 5. 10. they were well 
reported of, for good Works, bad brought up 
Children, bad lodged Strangers, had waſbed the 
Saints Feet, had reliev'd rhe Afiifted, and had 
diligently followed every good Work, He would 
have thoſe Widows to be rejected, who had 
been idle, giving a Reaſon that Idleneſs would 
havea great many other Faults going along with 
it, when they learn to be ide, they are, ſays 
he, mot only idle, but Tatlers alſo, and buſie 
Bodies, ſpeaking things which they ought not. 
There is a worſe Conſequence of Idleneſs in 
young Women : They ſeek ill Company, and 
run upon Temptations, and expoſe themſelves 
to Danger, and to the Opportunities of Folly, 
and Sin, and dear Repentance. How came Di- 
nah to loſe her Vertue and Honour, but by wan- 
dering abroad? or as Gen. 34. 1. going out to 
fee the Daughters of the Land? Her keeping 
home to proper Bufineſs had ſaved her from 
Pollution and Infamy, and had ſaved ſome Fa- 
milies from Blood and Ruine. ''- © 
But ſuch is the way of the Harlot, Prov. 7. 
11. Her. Feet abide not in her Houſe, now 18 
Me without, now in the Streets, and lyeth in D 
wart in every Corner, Idleneſs and Honeſty can] is 
* 2 4 F {dn <&e { * 3& ; hardly 71 
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hardly dwell together, 


a vertuous Davghter, 


Fruit of her Hands, 
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ſome ſpare Time, or 

3 il Place, thall offer a Temptation barg to 
e reſiſted. 

For this Reaſon Solomon, in this Character of 
enlarges more upon her 
Induſiry than upon any other Quality, He re. 
preſents her and her whole Family to be well 
employ'd; tho a Woman of Wealth and Ho- 
nour, for v. 21. Her Houſbold were cloathed with 
Scarlet „and ber own Cloathing was Silk and 
Purple, and ber Husband ſate among the Elders 
or Nehles of the Land; yer ſhe made Working 
ro be nor her Neceſſity, bur her Choice; v. 13. 
= ſeeketh Wool and Flax, and worketh willing. 

with ber Hands. She riſerh alſo while it 7s 
Nele and giveth Meat to ber Houſbold, and a 


Portion to her Maidens. She loooketh well to the 


ways of ber Houſhold, and eateth not the Bread 
of laleneſt; and ſo with many other Tokens of 
Frugality and Induſtry. The Conclufion of all, 
is again with theſe Vertues, Give ber of the 
and Jet ber own Works 
praiſe her in the Gates. 

So fine a Deſcription of a good Woman, that 
I earneſtly recommend this laſt Chapter of the 
Proverbs, from the Toth Verſe to the end; 1 


recommend i it to all Mothers and Miſtreſſes, to 


teach it to be read, and learn'd by Heart, by 


their Daughters, and all little Maidens com. g 


mitted to their Charge. 


IV. The laſt Erdowment of the verrudii W 
Daughter, and that which crowns all the Reſt, 9 


is Pieiy and Devotion, 
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„A religious Frame of Spirit, and a conſcien- 
tious Practice of Godlineſs: This muſt adorn 
and complete all other Vertues and Graces, and 
make the Daughter more excelling. For with- 
out this, no. orher Talent of Body or Mind can 
de a true Accompliſhment. _ . e e 
Thoſe Endowments we before mentioned muſt 
be ſanctified by Religion, or elſe they may be uſe- 
Jes, or perhaps pernicious, common or unclean. 
i... Firſt, Modefly without a Principle of Con- 
ſcience may be Baſhfulneſs unbred, or great na- 
tural Infirmity, that Time and Temptations may 
wear away, unleſs there be the Fear of God be- 
fore the modeſt Eyes; and then indeed, like the 
Chaſtity: of Zo/eph, it can reſiſt Importunity, 
and give a firm Denial in his unanſwerable 
Words, How can I commit this great Wicked- 
neſs, and Sin againſt God? 1 
Sͤecondiy, Meekneſs and Quietneſs of Mind, 
without Religion, may be no better than a Soft- 
neſs or Heavineſs of Temper; or at beſt, will 
ſoon degenerate into a meer paſhve Humour, 
heedleſs and careleſs oi all Concerns. It is 
Conſcience, and the Fear of God that maketh 
Meekneſs to be not barely a Humour, but a 
choſen Vertue, and a Chriſtian Grace, . 
So Thirdly, Induſtry and Diligence, if they 


3 are never ſo great in prophane and irreligious 


Women, what are they but Art and Craft, and 

the ſordid Humour of a worldly Mind, addict- 
ed to filthy Lucre, and ſo condemn'd ro Drud- 
gery and Toil. But Diligence is then the Ver- 
ue, when it ſprings from a Senſe of Duty, and 
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is chiefly conſecrated to the Service of God; 
then the devout Woman will not, like Martha, 
be altogether cumbred about much ſerving, but 
will, with Mary, mind the one thing neceſſary, 

and will, with her, wiſely chooſe the better part. 
In ſhort, Impiety and Prophaneſs in any 
Davghter will bur expoſe the natural Endow- 
ments, and will taint and corrupt all the mo- 
ral Virtues in her. Without Grace there can 
be very little Goodneſs. And therefore for Re- 
putation, and for Conſcience ſake, all Virgins 
ſhould be early dedicated unto God, and from 
Children, be bred up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord, that they may grow 
up into Women profeſſing Godlineſs,' bonourable 
omen. Let them be well inſtructed in the 
Principles of Religion, well acquainted with 
+ the Scriptures, well read in other pious practi- 
cal. Bocks, exercis'd in a conſtant Courſe of 
private and publick Prayers, attentive to the 
Word of God, melodious in Pfaltms and Hymns, 
and at laſt frequent Receivers of the Bleſſed 


— 


atm 


a = £4» 4 mY 
1122 8 * Ho — » S 2 
2 re ** ac AE S_. w_ * 


SLID * 4% . 
ec Wwe = HH. = 


| p —— — * 
bo — —— | ” 2 


7. 
= 


RL —— 
r 1 


— 


nn A gy nog, 
There may be Hy pocriſie and Deceit, but a 


„ 
* 


25 
- — ” 


„ Au 


5 to 


AS eo 


— — . , 
—— 


"EW | 
to her own Children. It is fo, that in the Bree: 
ding of Daughters, the Fear of God is the be- 
ginning of Wiſdom; and Irreligion is the Root 1 
of all other Evil and Folly. And therefore is 

ir, that in Solomon 's Character of an excellent T 
Daughter, Religion comes in to grace all the a 
other Vertues, and to adorn Beauty, and ſan- d 
tity Love: In the Verſe following the Text, Fa- b 


vour is deceitful, and Beauty is vain, but a Mo- fi 
man that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. y 
. have not time to hint at any other Accom- al 
pliſhments of the vertuous Daughter, nor to in 


enlarge upon thoſe I have ſpoken of, which do th 
certainly comprehend all others. Modeſty and ar 
 Meekneſs, and Induſtry, and Piety; wholo is te 
.endow'd with theſe, Her Price is far above 
Rubies: Strength and Honour ſhall be ber Cloa- 
thing, and ſhe ſhall rejoyce in time to come. And 
in the Words immed lately before our Text, Her 
Children ſhall ariſe up, and call her Bleſſed; ber 
Husband alſo, and he ſhall praiſe ber. 
And now the Application of this Diſcourſe 
ought to return to the Occaſion of it; The cha- |} Pk 
ritable Cloathing and Schooling; of the. poorer 
Girls of this Pariſh. - .._ TY 
As to the great Benefit of Charity Schools, 0 
and the great Obligations to maintain and pro- tan 
more them: Theſe are Truths which ye have lan 
frequently heard, and I hope are abundantly. 
convinc'd gf them. WharT ſhall now obſerve ugl 
is with more immediate Reference to the Text, Sta 
and what has been deliver'd on it; by ſhewin 
briefiy, that this Education of poor Girls 5 thy 
| 0 8 g = 
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very much help to furniſh them with all thoſe 
Vertues and Graces that go to the accompliſh- 
ing of an excellent Daughter. 

Firſt, Modeſty : This Vertue is indeed natu: 
ral ro their Sex, yet ill Breeding is apt to rake 
away that natural Senſe of Shame, and to har- 
den them in Boldneſs and Impudence, till theſe 
become their ſecond Nature ſtronger than their 
firſt. We ſee too many Examples of ſuch poor 
young Creatures, who, for want of Schooling, 
are left to rove and ramble in the Streets, till 
in Idleneſs and Rags, by Lying and Stealing, 
they get ſuch a Habir of Confidence, that they 
are aſham'd of nothing, and are as ready to 
tempt others; as to be enticed by them. 

This Danger is very much prevented by our 
Charity-Schools, where the innate Modeſty is 

kept up in all thoſe Reſpetts I menrion'd. 
FH, The Modeſty of Countenance: They 
are taught to be aſham d of their Faults, and 
to bluſh at the Charge and Confeſſion of them: 
They dare not tell Lies and ſtand out in them, 
which is the firſt Foundation of Impudence in 
Children, to brazen out a Lye, and never to 
change Countenance, when charg'd with it. 

Secondly, Modeſty of Language will be cer- 
tainly preſerv'd in our Charity-Schools. Ir is 
lamentable to ſee, how ſome poor Girls ger 
ſuch a Habit of naughty Words, and rude and 
ugly Expreſſions, ſo unſeemly to a Virgin 
State, that one would think they had chang'd 


| Sexes, and even humane Nature, uſing fuch fil- 


thy beaſtly Language. But in theſe Charity- 
C Schools 


| 
| 
| 
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Schscols, no ill Word is ſuffer'd to drop from 


them without Reproof; they are taught when 
to ſpeak, and when to be filent, to give no Of- 
fence, and even to mean no Harm. 

Thirdly, Modeſty of Apparel: It is ſhame: 


ful to ſee ſo many poor Girls about our Streets in 


Filthineſs and Rags: Ir is not alrogether owing 
to the Neceſſity of their Parents, but, I doubt, 
to their Negligence ; otherwiſe, the meaneſt 
and the courſeſt Dreſs might be kept ſomewhat 
neat and whole. However it is, an ill Dreſs is 
apt to paſs into ill Manners; to be looſe and 
naſty in the outward Cloathing does incline to- 
ward making a diſſolute Mind, and a proſtitu- 
ted Body. This Danger likewiſe is prevented 
in our Charity-Schools, where Proviſion is made 
for cloathing them decently, and keeping thoſe 
Cloaths nearly ; ſo as they muſt make a good 
and comely Appearance, if it be not their Mo- 
ther's Fault, in ſpite of Miſtreſſes and Benefactors. 
But in the ſecond Place, Meekneſs, as well 
as Modeſty, is preſerv'd and improv d in our Me- 
thod of Chariry-Schools. Want of good Edu- 
cation is apr enough to make the Daughters of 
the Foor foul-mouth'd, and noiſy Creatures, 
brawling and contending for every Trifle, impa- 
tient, fierce, and heady. But the Children in 
our Schools are wean'd from this Brutiſhneſs, 
are taught to hold their Peace and be ſtill, not 


' anſwering again for Strife, but giving ſoft 


Words to turn away Wrath. 
The third Property I-mention'd of a vertuous 
Daughter, was Induſtry, and Love of Buſineſs. 
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19 
It is a wretched Sight to ſee young Women bred 
up to Idleneſs, to lingring and rambling, and 
ſeeking out Temptations. This Evil is in great 
Meaſure remedied in our Charity- Schools, 
where they are taught to keep within, and yet 
to have none of that time lying on their Hands 
but to employ it in reading and working, to be 


made capable of doing good in their Generation. 


But laſtly, In vain were all other Advanta- 
tages, if this Education did not give them the 


Cloſe and Crown of All, Piety and Religion. 


How deplorable to obſerve, that many thouſands 
of poor Girls have been bred up in a heatheniſh 
way; not a Word of a Catechiſm, nor a Let- 
ter in a Book! Ignorant, Vitious, Miſerable. 
Our Charity-Schools prevent this fatal Miſcar- 
riage ; the Children are here taught to offer up 
Prayers to God, and to fing Praiſes to him, to 
read the Holy Scriptures, to rehearſe the Creed 
and Commandments ; to anſwer in the Church- 
Catechiſm; and to uſe their Common-Prayer- 
Book, which, whatever Prejudice ſome may 
have againſt it, is, next to the Scriptures, the 
beſt Rule for Life and Converſation. Ir is ſo, 
that to read and underſtand all the Oiftes in 


that Book, will inſtruct them in their Baptiſm, 


in their Confirmation, in their Lord's Supper, 
in a State of Matrimony, in that of Child-bear- 
ing, and how to behave themſelves in a time 
of Sickneſs, and at an Hour of Death, to be 
well prepar'd for a Day of Judgmenr. | 

I cannot but think theſe Charity-Schools will 


be great Nurſeries of ſound Religion. From 
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hence will come forth into the Church of God 
many a modeſt Rebekah, a devout Hannah, a wiſe 
Efther, an induſtrious Martha, and an humble, 
pious Mary, a Credit ro their own Age, and a 
Bleſſing to Poſterity. Provided you continue 
your kind Subſcriptions and Contributions to 
em. If you withhold your Hands, you pull 
down your own Work, or rather the Work of 
God; ye help to overthrow the beft Foundati- 
ons in the World. O! be guilty of no Avarice, 
no Sacrilege, no robbing God of the Souls of 
theſe poor Children. 

Whateyer you give at other times, add ſome 
what now; the Talents you can afford, or the 
Mites that God will accept: He abhorreth the 
hard Heart, and the empry Hand. The Women 
are more eſpecially concern'd in theſe Objects of 
Charity, in this Honour and Juſtice ro their Sex. 
In the Character of rhe vertuous Woman, here 
given, it is not forgotten, v. 20. that ſhe ſtretch: 
eth out her Hand to the Poor, yea, ſhe reacheth 
forth her Hands (both Hands) to the Needy. 

Behold this is a Charity great and comprehen- 
five! A Charity to the whole Nation, to pre- 
vent theſe Children from growing up in Looſe- 
neſs and Fooliſhneſs, to be the Burthen and the 
Scandal of their Chriſtian Country : On the con- 
trary, to make them uſeful in their Generation, 
and perhaps the Ornaments of the Age they 
{hall flouriſh in. 5 

A Charity to this populous City, to hinder 
ſo many innocent Creatures from the Shame 
of ſeeking in the Streets, or abſcond ing in ill 


Houſes, 
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21 
Houſes, and to train them up fit to be ſober Ser- 
vants, till they are worthy to be happy Wives 
and holy Mothers. ä 

A Charity to this Pariſh where they are born, 
not only by eaſing it of ſome preſent Charge, 
but by providing againſt a future Burthen on 
it. For if theſe poor Souls ſhould be left alto- 
gether expos'd to Ignorance and Vice, they 
might grow up a common Nuſance to their Pla- 


ces of Abode, and might enrail upon you a new 


Generation of Beggars, or worſe Creatures. 
A Charity to Families; to thoſe poor Fami- 
lies out of which theſe Children are taken, where 


there is little Proviſion for their Bodies, and, 1 


doubt, leſs for their Minds and Souls. A Charity 
to thoſe good Families into which they ſhall be 
hereafter tranſplanted, for cleanly, chaſt, and 
faithful Maid-Servants. And in time a Charity 


to their own Families, when by God's Bleſſing 
they come to be well diſpos'd of in the World, 
to govern Houſes of their own, and to bring up 


their own Children in a like Fear of the Lord. 


I need not preſs Arguments, I would only 
leave a Bleſſing. They who now give to this 
excellent Charity, God accept them! God re- 


ward them, God proſper them with all the 
Bleſſings of this World, and of the World to 
come! And if there be any untouch'd and in- 
diſpos'd to give, I pray God inflict no Curſe up- 
on them, but melt down their Hearts againſt 


ſome other time. Nay, but let few go away 


without the Bleſſing: If there be any Conſola- 
tion in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any 
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Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mer. 


educate, to help ſave thele little Ones. 


| To God, the Father of them and us, his only 
Son, our common Redeemer, and to the Ho. 
ly Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour and Glory. 
Amen. 
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Firſt Leſſon. Of Mope sv. 


Muſt begin with Modeſty, becauſe Nature 

has laid this Foundation of all Vertue and 

: Goodneſs in our Sex. Nothing more un- 
natural in a Virgin than Boldneſs of Look, Rude- 


will be ſhameful and ſcandalous for me to be 
thought a confident young Creature; it may hin- 
der my Fortune, and ſtain my Reputation; it 
will give an Offence to God, and a diſtaſt to 
all the good and wiſe part of Mankind. I will 
endeavour therefore to keep up the Senſe and 
Signs of Modeſty in my Countenance, in m 
Converſation, and in my Habit. 5 
Hirſt, In my Countenance: To he a little r 
ferv'd, and decently compos'd, betraying no evil 
.. Thoughts in my own Heart, and giving no Oc- 


pleaſure at every indecent Word, and every con- 


Bluſhes 


cies, fulfil ye my Foy, and be liꝶe minded, to help 


The DUTY of DAuGHTERSs. | 


neſs in Talk, and Looſeneſs in Behaviour. It- 


caſion of Offence to others, but ſhewing a Diſ- 


fident. Look; the moſt natural Beauty is in 
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Bluſhes and a baſhful Air. Nothing would diſ- 
figure.me more than to be bold and brazen-fac'd. 
The ſtrange Woman (that is, the naughty Woman) 
is by Solomon deſcribd with an impudent Face, 
Prov. 7. 13. But by the Apoſtle's Advice, 1 Tim. 
2. 9. all Chriſtian Women ſhould adorn themſelves 
with ſhamefacedneſs and Sobriety. Rebekah, at 
the Sight of Strangers, too a Veil, and cove- 
red berſelf, Gen. 24. 65. In the primitive Church 


the aged Women were to teach the young Wo- 


men to be ſober, diſcreet, chaſt, and good, Tir.2.3. 
Secondly, I muſt be modeſt in my Converſa- 


tion, not forward to talk, but rather anſwering 
than asking Queſtions, ſpeaking with Reſpect 


and due Regard to the Company, and knowing 
when to be /i/ent. St. Paul does repreſent it 
as a great Reproach in Women to be Tatlers, 
and buſie Bodies, and ſpeaking things which they 


ought not, 1 Tim. 5.13. He advis'd them rather 


to learn in Silence with all Subjection, or modeſt 
Submiſſion, I Tim. 2. 11: Their chaſt Converſa- 


tion was to be coupled with Fear, the Fear of of. 


fending, 1 S. Pet. 3. 2. It is my Duty and my 
Credit to obtain the good Character of the ver- 
tuous Daughter, who opened her Mouth with 
Wiſdom, and in ber Tongue was the Law of Kind. 


eſs, that is, of Civility, and inoffenſive Dif- 


courſe, Prov. 31. 26. | 


Thirdly, I muſt be modeſt in my Habit and 


Appare/, which ought to be ſuitable to the Con- 
dition of my Parents, and to my own Age and 


Birth, and preſent State of Lite, choofing ra- 


ther to go beneath thoſe Circumſtances than to 
| * | exceed 
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exceed them. Plainneſs and Neatneſs are much 
more becoming than Finery and affected Shew, 
The Lilly of the Field in its ſimple native Dreſs 
exceeded Solomon in all his Glory, By the Rule 
of Chriſtianity, Vomen were to adorn themſelves 
in modeſt Apparel, not with bro:dred Hair, or 
Gold, or Pearl, or coſtly Array, 1 Tim. 2. 9. To 
go with Pride and Vanity is very ſuſpicious, 
ir is called the Azr:re of an Harlot, Prov. 7.10. 
The Women of Conſcience and Honour had their | 
adorning, which did nottonfiſt in that ourward ; 
adorning, but in the hidden Man of the Heart, 4 
1 Per. 1.3. 3. Nothing will ſer better upon me f 
than the Work of my own Hands: The excel- 1 
lent Daughter is by Solomon deſcribed as making 8 
herſelf Coverings and Cloathing, Prov. 31. 22. J. 
| 0 
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Second Leſſon. Of MEEKNESsS. 


1 Muſt learn to be of a meek and quiet Spirit, 
1 nor uneaſie and impatient, not fretful and 
peeviſh, bur of an even ſteady Mind; and | jy 
ſo to command my ſelf, as not to be put into D 
any Paſſion or Diſorder by any little Accident, 1 
or by any Provocation whatſoever. Nothing n 
fo unſeemly, and ſo diſobliging as Anger and I 4, 
furious Wrath: It disfigures the Countenance, »y 
and diſcompoſes the whole Frame of Soul and || % 
Body. It is a ſure fign of Weakneſs and Folly I 4, 
to be froward and haſty, to ſpeak unadviſedly, I :;, 
and be tranſported with Heat and Paſſion. So- Hao 
lomon well obſerves, that a fooliſb Woman is 710 
clamorom, ſhe is ſimple, Prov. 9. 13. And the 
Woman of ill Fame has the Character of being 
£ 18 2 
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Bud and ſiubborn, Prov. 5. 11. Such a one is 


not fit for Society; ſhe is a Burthen and a Dif. 
tutbance to all Company; the Contentiont of 
ſuch a One ate i continual Dropping, Prov. 19.24. 
A prudent Woman governeth her Paffions 


with a gentle Air, and guideth her Words 
_ thith Diſcretion. She knoweth how to contain 


her own Reſentmems, and by a ſoft Anſtoer to 
turn away the Wrath of others. Such a calm 
and mild Temper would be the greateſt Grace 
and Orhamemt to me. The Apoſtle recommends 


this inward adorning as beyond Gold and coſtiy 


Apparel, even the Ornament of a meek and quiet 


. Oprrit, which us, in the Sight of God; of great 


Price, 1 S. Pet. 3. 4. This was the richeft Jewel 
of our Sex in former Generations; for after this 
mamer in the old time, the holy Wome: alſo, 
who truſted in God, adorned themſelves. 
The meek Abigail diſpensd with the Chur- 
nhneſs of Nabal, and pacified the Wrath of 
David, and brought 4 Bleſſing on her Family. 
Holy Mary, the Mother of Fefus ſet me an Ex- 


am ple of Hurmility and Meekbeſs in that frreet 


Anthem, My Soul doth mag niſie the Lord, and 
»y Spirit bath rejoyced in God my Saviour ; for 
Be hath regarded the low Eſtate of bis Hand. Mai. 
den. He bath ſcattred the Proud in the Imagina 
tion of their Hearts, be bath put down the Mighty 


fromtheir Seats, and exalted thenof low Degree. 


. pg . * r 
Third Leſſon. Of INDUSTRY. 
F Muſt remember that we are all bor to de 
good in our Generation, to be- uſeful and 
Ae 9  ferviceatle 


"UNION 


E | 
ſerviceable in the World. Our Sex was elpe- 
cially created for a Help-meet for others; not 
for. a Trouble only, and a Burthen to them. 
The very Inſet are good Examples of a natu- 
ral Love of Induſtry and Forecaſt; the laborious 
Ant, and the diligent Bee : Nothing more con- 

temptible than the idle Drone, that would live 
upon the Sweet of other's Labour, 17 

It may be God's Providence that I ſhould 

work for my Living: But however, if working 

| be not my Neceſſity, it. ought to be my Choice 

and my Pleafure. It will be a Pleaſure and a 

Delight to me to be ſuitably employ'd, for my 
ſelf, or for my Friends. It would be a Burthen 
to have time lay ing on my Hands, it would be 
a grievous Penance to have nothing to do. Every 
Hour can offer me ſome proper Buſineſs, to pray, It 
to read, to make, to mend, to learn, to teach, 1 I 
to order, to help, to turn my Eye and Hand to b 
any thing that is fit and uſeful ro he done. A || 4. 
dreaming unactive Life is to ſleep while we are | F 
waking, is to dye while we are alive; for fo | Si 
the Apoſtle expreſsly ſaith, She that liveth in | be 
Pleaſure, is dead while ſhe livetb, 1 Tim. 5.6. S; 
The fame good Apoſtle would have younger | 
Women ſo bred, that they may be able 7 guide || 7h 
the Houſe, that is, to govern a Family, and help | xe 
to maintain it and ſupport it. He would have no | of 
Widow regarded; but one wel reported of for || ne, 
good Works, for bringing up Children, for doing || ow 
many other good Offices, and even for baving | | 
diligently follou d every good Werk, He ſpeaks 
with great Indignation of thoſe Women who 
N 5 | learn 
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not, 1 Tim. 5. 13. 


learn to be idle, becauſe he knew that Idleneſi 
would bring a great many other Faults and Miſ- 
chiefs along with it; fuch as wandring about 
from Houſe to Houſe, and not only idle, but 
Tatlers alſo, ſpeaking things which they ought 
hear Idleneſs has been the Ruine of many 
young Women, by turning their Heads to Va- 
nity and Pride, and by expoſing them to many 
Temptations of Folly and Sin. It was ſo with 
Dinab, rambling abroad till ſhe brought home 
Shame and Sorrow, Gen. 34. 1. Such is the 
Harlot's way, Prov. 7.11. Her Feet abide not 
in ber Houſe, now ſhe is without, now'in the 

Streets, and lieth in wait in every Corner. 
A vertuous Woman can always find ſomewhat 


to do. When Solomon deſcrib'd the excellent 


Daughter, he made Induſtry to be one of her 
beſt Qualities, Prov. 31. 12. She is doing good 
all the Days of ber Liſe; ſhe ſeeketh Wool and 
Flax, and toorketh willingly with her Hands. 
She is like the Merchants Ships, ſhe bringeth- 
ber Epod from afar. She layeth ber Hands to the 


Spindle, and ber Hands hold the Diſtaff. She © 
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maketh herſelf Coverings of Tapeſtry, and Cloa- 


thing. of Suk and Purple. She maketh fine Li- 


of her Houſhold, and eateth not the Bread of Idle. 
neſs. She has the Fruit of ber Hands, and ber 
own Works praiſe her in the Gate. 


Such a good Name would be pretious to me, 
would gain me the Love and Eſteem of all Per- 
ſons. What an Honour was it to Tabitha, to 
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nen and Girdles. Sbe looketh well to the ways 
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pe reported a Woman full of goed Works, AG, 

5 36. and after her Death tg haye the 75 
a 


nd by her Body weeping, and ſhewing the Cagi s 
end Garments which ſhe made, while ſhe was 


as Qpportunity and my Ability will ſerve. Thi 
of Natutę to be tender and 


Nothing more unnatural in humane Creatures 
chan to have a hard Heart, and a narrow Soul. 
Eſpecially in us Chriſtians, nothing more pro- 


and of our Neighbour. 


be 


' poſile's 
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Proy, 31.2 


| B* Nature I find my ſelf difpoſed to love 


my Parents, and to expreſs that Love by 
Reſpect, and Reverence, and Submiſſion, and 
Obedience to them. I'muſt blot out the Law 
of Nature written in my Heart, before I can be 
without this natural Affection. And the Law 
of God is more 3 the very firſt Command. 
ment with Promiſe, Honour thy Father and Mo- 
ther, a Law which my bleſſed Saviour did re- 
peat and reinforce, reproving the Phariſees, that 
by their Tradition they had made this Command. 
ment of God of no effet, S. Mat. 15. 4. This 
Duty is enjoyn'd as moſt acceptable to our Hea- 
venly Father, Ch:/dren obey your Parents in o 
things, for this is well pleaſing unto the Lord, 
Coloſſ. 3. 20. Difobedience to Parents was fo 
high a Crime among the Jews that it was pu- 
nith'd by Death it felf, the ffablorn and rebel. 
lious Son, which would xot obey the Voice of his 
Father, or the Voice of his Mother, and that 
when they bad ebaſtned him would not hearken 
to them, be was to be laid bold on, and'brqught- 
our, and the Men of the e to font m 
with Stones till be died, Deut. 21. 18. Or if 
this Puniſhment was not inflicted by the Magi- 
ſtrate; yet the Providence of God did execute 


-| + JomgVengeance on unnatural Children, a Curſe 
and noyBleſſing on them: 
other on Wi 


Some Judgment or 
-Shame or Ruine, 


Prov. 30. 1 . 
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